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Tennessee Valley EAA Chapter 190 9 August  2008 
 

This Meeting – 16 Augu\st 2008 
AFTER the Fly-In about 1030, At Moontown.  Should be another good weekend. We were 
covered up with planes in July and had a great meeting. 
 

President’s Notes: 
 

The Passing of Another Great: Rick Weldon 
As many of you already know, Tuesday was 
another very bad day for our Moontown 
Family.  Rick Weldon slipped the surly bonds 
shortly after takeoff from Moontown in a PA-
12 with the co-owner of the Corn Maze, Stan 
Summerlin. The crash site yielded no 
survivors. Rick will be remembered by all of us 
as an incredibly giving person who could always be counted on for lending a hand without a 
single complaint. He was always eager and ready to fl y Young Eagles with very short notice. He 
provided fl ight experiences to more than 147 Young Eagles; moments that these kids will never 
forget.  RickÕs wife Janet remains as one of our Moontown Family Members. Please take a 
moment to give her comfort and a prayer. There has been a fund set up that all of us can 
contribute to benefit RickÕs family. I would encourage each member to contribute or find a way 
to give Janet your support. 

Annual Fly-in Weekend is Sept 20thÐ 21st 

It is almost here. We still have a few needs. I encourage all EAA Chapter 190 members to come 
to any of the upcoming meetings which will be held almost weekly. We are still looking for more 
exhibits, classics cars, Hot Rods, Guest Speakers for the banquet, more ideas to make this fl y-in 
better. 

Upcoming Technical Events; NASA Exhibit Warehouse Tour, August 22 @ 1 pm 

Huntsville IntÕl Tower Tour, Sept  13th  Ð Time TBD 
Med-Flight Tour Oct  11th  Ð Time TBD 
Nov = Elections of New Offi cers 

Join in Ð Will 
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A note from the editor: 

I apologize up front for a sad newsletter. What was really great was the fl y-in last month. I hope 
you got the chance to participate. When you meet and greet old friends tell lies about each other 
and just have a great time around your bird, that is what this community is for Ð and it is so 
sweet!  As you know, life is not forever, and when one of our friends leaves us, the fabric of that 
life is weakened.  

This has been a tough couple of weeks. With the loss of Don Langford and now Ricky Weldon, 
most of us are in deep introspect about this way of life we love so much. Both of these men were 
extraordinary pilots and mechanics and deeply woven into the fabric of aviation. They were of 
course much more to their families and close friends.  

Behind every accident there is a reason. Some are caused by mechanical failures, some by pilot 
failures and some by people or activities on the ground. We may never know the real reason for 
either of these. Our world cannot tolerate the loss of such good people and talent. We as a 
community, are under the pressure from non-aviators all the time, and these losses only go to 
show them that they are right Ð even though you and I know they are not.   We as a community 
need to look each other over and make sure that our fri ends donÕt fl y, in any incapacitated way or 
fl y hardware that is not just right, or fl y in conditions that are beyond our capabilities and/or 
equipment   When things just donÕt seem right Ð donÕt go. DonÕt let that sense of get home (or get 
out) ÒitisÓ lead you down a dangerous path.  When you feel like you have control of everything Ð 
just remember Ð you donÕt. I used to have a checklist item at the top of my kneeboard that said, if 
you are not doing something Ð you are doing something wrong. If you have flown military 
aircraft Ð you know what I mean. This would drive me into checklists that were even my crew 
memberÕs lists at times. That is to say Ð donÕt be complacent, donÕt let the little things get by you 
(or someone else).   

If you will allow, I will make some notes regarding Ricky in the next letter. This happened 
Tuesday and as I type, his family and friends are gathering in Rainsville for his funeral.  
Memories of fri ends are important. They frame OUR li fe. Without them, life has little meaning, 
and its really nice when one person remembers another. Dan Gabel sent this to me regarding Don 
Langford. Thanks Dan.   ed 

 

Dan Gabel has some reflections on his life with Don Langford.   
 
 I fi rst met Don Langford sometime in the 70Õs. I was instructing at the North Huntsville 
Airport ( for you latecomers now known as Madison County Executive Airport ).  Don had 
recently returned from his tour in Viet Nam and received his ratings through the GI bill at a fl ight 
school, I believe in Florida. I fl ew with him for his local checkout, around the field a time or two  
in a Cessna 150. Later on, I got better acquainted  with him through mutual friends. We became 
well acquainted through many meetings with said friends at FinneganÕs. We became friends in 
spite of the fact we were competing for students, especially multi-engine.  
 Don purchased a Twin Comanche and did a fair amount of training in it. When the local 
135 Twin Beech freight operation needed additional part time pilots, Don was a natural selection. 
As Chief Pilot / Check Airman, I gave him his qualifying check ride. We had a lot of good ole 
boys, mostly crop dusters, fl ying for us. They could all fl y the hell out of an airplane, but many 
were almost defeated by the new instrument pilotÕs nemesis (and some not so new ); the holding 
pattern . I gave a lot of remedial dual to a some of those guys on holding patterns É.  ( hereÕs a 
secret for those interested , just turn the quickest way to the outbound heading, then fl y back to 
the fi x . But I digress ). Don entered the hold correctly the fi rst time with no coaching. He flew 



the airplane very well, and I signed him off with minimum time training in the aircraft .  Later 
when Don published his book Ò Are We There Yet Ò, I asked him why there werenÕt any stories 
about our Cargo operation. He said that was because nothing signifi cant ever happened, 
mechanically, or otherwise that rated a story.  I attribute that to the excellent maintenance that our 
boss, Gary Myers, was responsible for.  
 Don & I were partners on a  woebegone  J-3 that we put on the line on leaseback. It was a 
1940 model with wood spars & over 8000 hours in the logbooks. It had history as a Civilian Pilot 
Training ( CPT ) aircraft. When we bought it, there was an illegal airboat wooden prop on it and 
the landing gear bolts were loose fi tting automotive hardware. We gradually got it legal and 
eventually had to pay taxes on a small profi t the airplane made. I remember going into the bank 
where we had applied for a loan to finance the Cub venture. We called ourselves  Ò The J-3 
Company Ò.  Well, Don was 4 years or so older than me , and had several previous business 
ventures &  loans. I had a couple of auto loans  &  1 home mortgage under my belt. Don was like a 
teenager getting his fi rst car loan. Before we went into the loan makerÕs offi ce for final approval, 
Don closed his eyes &  held his hands up with his fingers crossed. ( It worked , we got the loan at 
a good rate ).   
 Eventually, Don &  I managed to get airline jobs &  continued general aviation activities 
in our spare time. Don had his avionics technicians licenses & installed new avionics in my 
Cessna 195. He did it all in an open plane port at night with a battery powered soldering iron & a 
flashlight in his teeth. The plane port was strewn with debris from the previous wiring but the 
new installation was neat &  trouble free. (Never should have sold that 195 &  avionics package , 
hope the present owner is enjoying it ). It was in the dead of winter when Don was doing the 
installation. I made arrangements with the FBO to rent the big hangar &  have heat &  light 
available. Don said, no IÕd rather do it out in the plane port. We compromised &  I hooked my 
pickup with jumper cables to the 195 & we ran the Janitrol heater in the airplane & had plenty of 
light & power to boot! I checked Don out in the 195, he had no problem fl ying it . He was the 
only other pilot I allowed to fl y the airplane as PIC. Those of you who are familiar with 195Õs can 
appreciate that.  
 Later, Don earned his A & P and AI ratings.   Don helped me a lot on subsequent 
airplanes, including my prized PA-11 & Cessna 210. We upgraded the 65 Cont to a C-85 on the 
PA-11, and kept the 210 fl ying most of the time. We talked on the phone several times a week, 
about airline stuff & general aviation. We worked on &  flew each others airplanes & drank cold 
beer when the fl ying &  work was done. (Sometimes the beer wasnÕt so cold).  
 Before the airline  Òage 60 rule Ò was rescinded, I tried to coordinate with Don to fl y on 
his jumpseat during his last trip as Captain on the 727. Being December, schedules, & weather , it 
didnÕt work out. Don said , no problem , since he would still be on as an engineer ( 2nd  Offi cer ) 
& we could still go along on each otherÕs jumpseats . After the age 60 rule changed, I thought we 
might get to fl y with each other with him as Captain &  myself in the jumpseat .  ThatÕs not going 
to happen now, because the airplane he devoted most of his spare time to for the last few years 
took him to his death. IÕll still think heÕs there with me, both in the cockpit at work in the DC-8 
and  in the Cub and the Cessnas, and all the rest of the airplanes.  
 Tailwinds, Don!   
On a side note , Jaimie, Dons son, took his son  Cody for a ride in my PA-11 on Sunday. This 
Monday I fl ew Don Ôs daughter, Jessica back home to Jacksonville, N C , with her son, John.  No 
one could blame the family if they didnÕt want their family members to fl y in small airplanes. 
They did Don proud inasmuch it was no big deal to go fl ying for them. 
 
Dan Gabel 
 

 



Meeting Minutes 

EAA Chapter 190 
Minutes from the General Meeting 
Held On Saturday July 19, 2008 
At Moontown Airport 
 
President Will Good brought up the following subjects for discussion: 
-  TodayÕs fly in was the most successful this year.  The weather was excellent.  About 78 planes flew in. 
-  For the f irst time, the ground aircraft traffic directors wore iridescent green jackets and caps.  I t was 
agreed these garments provided maximum visibility to taxiing pilots. The club will purchase more of these 
garments (in time for the September f lyin). 
   
-  TodayÕs pancake breakfast netted approximately $ 960 
-  Biscuit Express plans to cease supporting these breakfasts next May.  A new provider must be found. 
-  Electronic distribution of the 190 newsletter.  Jeff Spenser agreed to take over electronic distribution of 
the club newsletter. 
-  Elections for new club officers will be held in this coming November.  Members should be considering 
possible candidates. 
 
George Myers Discussed Plans for the September FlyIn: 
   -  The Moontown Grass Field Fly-In date has been set for the third Saturday and Sunday in September 
which is the 20th and 21st. 
   -  A task list is out.   
   -  An advertising flyer will be distributed for comment before the August meeting. 
   -  Radios for control tower.  Jon Moore determined the candidate he had in mind as the power supply for 
the control tower radios is inoperative.  A substitute is needed. 
   -  It was decided to put up a collection jar with a sign to request help in defraying the food expense cost . 
   - The Trail of Tears Motorcycle Ride is also scheduled for the 20th.  Also, a f lyin will be held on the 20th 
at Lebanon, TN.  This is the same as last year and all the events seemed to play well together. 
   -  Potential speakers for the diner were discussed: 
      -  A space station astronaut. 
      -  A Black Hawk helicopter pilot. (possibly with Somalia experience) 
      -  A speaker on NASA's new Constellation Program. 
  -  A review of the available signs is needed.  If  necessary, new signs need to be built. 
  -  Arron Stanfield and Jennifer Marcane of the NASA PIO office were in attendance at this meeting.  
Jennifer offered a tour of the MSFC PIO warehouse to identify any displays which may be used at the f lyin. 
  -  A suggestion was made that the fly-in could be advertised as a family fun day as well as an aviation 
event.  As such, the advertising could receive a wider distribution.  
  -  A suggestion was made that an auxiliary fuel tank be placed in the Young Eagles area to reduce the 
need to taxi back and forth to the gas pumps.  George has a tank, but it needs a pump. 
 
George wants to have another fly-in planning meeting when he returns from Oshkosh. 
 
Ed McWhiney 
Secretary 
 
  

Upcoming Events 

EAA has started up a site that can help you find out what’s going on. Try  
w w w .eaa.org/ calendar .  Sourced with many thanks, from EAA and Southern Aviator 
and other EAA chapter web sites. 
Weekends –  

1
st
 Winchester TN (BGF) EAA 699 Fly-In Breakfast 931-967-3148 

1
st
 Lawrenceville, GA (LZU) - EAA Chapter 690 Breakfast. Various Programs. 



j levine@bellsouth.net   www.eaa690.org 

2
nd

 Murfreesboro TN (MBT) EAA Chapter 419 Fly-In Breakfast 
3

rd
  Huntsville, Al Moontown (3M5) EAA 190 Fly-In Breakfast.  

4
th

  Shelbyville TN (SYI) Shelbyville Fly-In Breakfast 0700 
5

th
 Fort Payne, AL (4A9) EAA Chapter 890, Fly-in Breakfast 

 

Other Scheduled Events-  

7/19 LaGrange GA EAA 1350 Air Grangers Pancake Breakfast,  LaGrange Callaway 

(LGC),  http://www.eaa1350.com/index.html  
7/28-8/3 OSKOSH WI, Air Venture - What else do you need to know!  www.airventure.org 

08/02 Lawrenceville, GA, Gwinnwtt County Ð Briscoe Field (LZU),  EAA Chapter 690 1st 
Saturday Aviation Program &  Breakfast, http://www.eaa690.org  
9/6-7 Rough River State Park, KY (2I3) Eurpoa gathering at Rough River State Park, Kentucky 
9/6-7 Crossville, TN Ultralight and Sport Pilot Fly-in, TomPelfrey 
Buck Creek Ranch Airport, 1775 York Road, Crossville, TN 38555, 931 484 8553 H 931 510 
4371 C buckcreek@frontiernet.net www.buckcreekranch.com  
9/20 Bluegrass Spash-in, Florence, AL.  See fl yer included in this newsletter. Contact Denis 
Odern 256-767-0096. www.alabamaaviator.com/calendar.asp?ac=ind&event=38110  
9/26-28 Rough River State Park KY, (2I3) Annual Canard Gathering. No events, No fuel, just 
lots of planes and builders at a beautiful place.  
 
Note that there are several ELSA Training courses for Repairman Certifi cates in the next few 
months. Check it out at EAAs Calendar of events site.  
 

                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


