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This Meeting — 16 Augu\st 2008
AFTER the Fly-In about 1030, At Moontown. Should be another good weekend. We were
coveredup with planesin July and had a greatmeeting.

President’s Notes:

The Passing of Another Great Rick Weldon
As mary of you already know, Tuesday was
another very badday for our Moontown
Famiy. Rick Weldon slippedthe surly bonds
shortly aftertakedff from Moontown in a PA- ' \ i
12 with the co-owner of the Corn Maze, Stan L
Summerlin. The crash site yieldedno \\\‘ h
survivors. Rick will be rememteredby all of us )
asanincredbly giving person who could always be countedon for lending a hand without a
single complaint. He wasalways eagger and ready to fly Young Eageswith very short notice. He
providedflight experiencesto more than 147 Young Eagles momerts thatthese kids will never
forget RickOswife Jaretremains asone of our Moontown Family Memters Please take a
momert to give her comfort and a prayer. There hasbeena fund set up thatall of uscan
contribute to berefit RickOgamily. | would encourage eachmember to contribute or find away
to give Jaretyour support.

<«

Annual Fly-in Weekend is Sep 20"p21%

It isalmost here. We still have a few needs. | encourage all EAA Chapter 190 membersto come
to any of the upcoming meeings which will be held almaost weely. We are still looking for more
exhihits, classicscars Hot Rods, Gued Spealersfor the banquet, more ideasto make thisfly-in
better.

Upcoming Technical Everts; NASA Exhibit Warehouse Tour, August 22 @ 1 pm

Huntsville IntOTower Tour, Sept 13" BTime TBD
Med-Flight Tour Oct 11" BTime TBD
Nov = Electons of New Offi cers

Joinin BWill




A note from the edtor:

| apologize up front for a sad newsletter. What wasrealy greatwasthe fly-in lag month. | hope
you got the charce to participate. Whenyou meetand greetold friendstell liesabout eachother
and just have a greattime around your bird, thatis what this community isfor BDand it isso
sweetl Asyou know, life is not forever, and whenone of our friends leawes us, the fakric of that
life is weakened

This hasbeenatough couple of weeks. With the loss of Don Langford and now Ricky Weldon,
moast of us arein deepintrospectabout this way of life we love so much. Both of these menwere
extraardinary pilots and mechanicsand deedy woveninto the fabric of aviation. They were of
course much more to their familiesand close friends.

Behind every accidert there is area®n. Some arecawsed by mechanical failures some by pilot
failuresand someby peaople or activitieson the ground. We may never know the real rea®n for
either of these. Our world camot tolerate the loss of such good peogple ard talert. We asa
community, are under the pressure from non-aviators all the time, and these lossesonly go to
show them that they are right Beventhough you and | know they arenot. We asa community
needto look eachother over and make sure that our friends donOfly, in ary incapacitated way or
fly hardware thatis not just right, or fly in conditions that arebeyond our capakilitiesarnd/or
equipmert Whenthings just donOseemright BdonOgo. DonOtetthat serse of get home (or get
out) OtisOleadyou down a dangerous path. Whenyou feel like you have control of everything
just remember Byou donOt ! usedto have a checHist itematthe top of my kneeboardthat said, if
you arenot doing something Byou aredoing something wrong. If you have flown military
aircraft Byou know what| mean This would drive me into checKists thatwereeven my crew
memberOsists attimes Thatis to say DdonObe complacer, donOtetthe little things get by you
(or someaone else).

If you will allow, | will make some notesregardng Ricky in the next letter. This happened
Tueday and asl type, his family and friends are gathering in Rainsville for his funeral
Memoriesof friends are importart. They frame OUR life. Without them, life haslittle meaning,
and its realy nice when one person remambers another. Dan Gabel sert thisto meregarding Don
Langford. Tharks Dan. ed

Dan Gabel hassomereflections on his life with Don Langford.

| first metDon Langford sometimein the 700s| wasinstructing at the North Huntsville
Airport ( for you latecomersnow known asMadison County Execttive Airport ). Don had
recerly returnedfrom histour in Viet Namand received his ratings through the Gl hill ataflight
school, | believein Florida. | flew with him for hislocd checkout, around the field atimeor two
in aCessna 150. Later on, | got better acquainted with him through mutual friends. We became
well acquainted through mary meeings with said fri ends at FinneganOsWe becamefrierdsin
spite of the factwe werecompeting for studerts, egecially multi-engine.

Don purchaseda Twin Comarche and did a fair amount of training in it. Whenthe local
135 Twin Beechfreight operation needed additional part time pilots, Don wasa natural selecion.
As Chief Pilot / Check Airman, | gave him his qualifying checkride. We hadalot of good ole
boys, mostly crop dusters flying for us. They could all fly the hell out of anairplane, but mary
were almost defeated by the new instrumert pilotOsiemess (and some not so new ); the holding
pattern. | gave alot of remedal dual to a some of those guys on holding paterrs E. ( hereOs
secretfor those intereged, just turn the quickeg way to the outbound headng, thenfly back to
thefix . But | digress). Don enteredthe hold correcty the first time with no coaching. He flew



the airplare very well, and | signed him off with minimum timetraining in the aircraft. Later
when Don published his book OAre We There YetQ | aked him why there werenOtary stories
about our Cargo operation. He said that wasbecause nothing significart ever happened,
mechanically, or otherwise thatrated astory. | attribute that to the excellert mainterancethat our
boss, Gary Myers, wasregonsible for.

Don & | werepartnerson a woebegone J-3 that we put on the line on leasback. It wasa
1940 model with wood spars & over 8000 hoursin the logbooks. It hadhistory asa CivilianPilot
Training ( CPT ) aircraft. Whenwe bought it, there wasanillegal airboat wooden prop on it and
the landing gearbolts wereloose fitting auomotive hardware. We gradually got it legal ard
evertually hadto pay taxeson asmall profit the airplane macde. | remember going into the bark
where we had applied for aloanto finance the Cub verture. We called ourselves OThe J-3
Compary O. Well, Don was4 yeas or so olderthanme , and had several previous business
vertures& loans. | hadacouple of auo loans & 1 homemortgage under my belt. Don waslike a
teerager getting hisfirst car loan Before we wert into the loan makerOffi cefor final approval,
Don closedhis eyes& held his hands up with his fingers crossed ( It worked, we got the loanat
agood rate).

Evenrtually, Don & | managedto getairline jobs & continued gereralaviation activities
in our sparetime. Don hadhis avionicstechnicians licenses& installednew avionicsin my
Cesna 195. He did it all in anopen plane port at night with a battery poweredsoldering iron & a
flashlight in histeet. The plane port wasstrewn with dekris from the previous wiring but the
new installation wasneat& trouble free.(Never should have sold that 195 & avionics package,
hope the present ownerisenoyingit). It wasin the dead of winter when Don wasdoing the
installation. | macke arrangemerts with the FBO to rert the big hangar & have heat& light
available. Don said, no IOdrather do it out in the plare port. We compromised& | hooked my
pickup with jumper caldesto the 195 & we ranthe Janitrol heaerin the airplane & had plenty of
light & power to boot! | checked Don out in the 195, he had no problemflying it . He wasthe
only otherpilot | allowedto fly the airplane asPIC. Those of you who are familiar with 1950%an
aporeciate that

Later, Don earredhis A & Pand Al ratings. Don helpedme alot on subsequent
airplanres including my prizedPA-11 & Cesna 210. We upgradedthe 65 Cont to a C-85 on the
PA-11, and kept the 210 flying most of the time. We talked on the phone several timesa week
about airline stuff & gereralaviation. We workedon & flew eachothersairplanes& drark cold
beerwhenthe flying & work wasdone. (Sometimesthe beerwasnOso cald).

Before the airline Oag 60 rule Owasrescinded, | tried to coordinate with Don to fly on
his jumpseatduring his lag trip asCaptain on the 727. Being December, schedules & weater, it
didnOwvork out. Don said , no problem , since he would still be on asanenginee (2nd Officer)
& we could still go along on eachotherOgumpseas . Afterthe age 60 rule changed, | thought we
might getto fly with eachother with him asCapain & myself in the jumpseat. ThatDsiot going
to happennow, because the airplane he devoted most of his sparetimeto for the lag few years
took him to his deat. 101 still think heOshere with me,both in the cockpit atwork in the DC-8
and inthe Cub ard the Cesnas and all the reg of the airplanes

Tailwinds, Don!

On aside note, Jaimie, Dons son, took hisson Cody for aridein my PA-11 on Sunday. This
Monday | flew Don Oslaughter, Jessicaback hometo Jacksonville,N C , with her son, John. No
one could blamethe family if they didnOwart their family membersto fly in small airplares
They did Don proud inagnuch it wasno big dealto go flying for them

Dan Galel



Meeting Minutes

EAA Chapter 190

Minutes from the General Meeting
Held On Saturday July 19, 2008
At Moontown Airport

President Will Good brought up the following subjects for discussion:

- Today@ fly in was the most successful thisyear. The weather was excellent. About 78 planes flew in.

- For thefirst time, the ground aircraft traffic directors wore iridescent green jackets and caps. It was
agreed these garments provided maximum visibility to taxiing pilots. The club will purchase more of these
garments (in time for the September flyin).

- Today@® pancake breakfast netted approximately $ 960

- Biscuit Express plans to cease supporting these breakfasts next May. A new provider must be found.

- Electronic distribution of the 190 newsletter. Jeff Spenser agreed to take over electronic distribution of
the club newsletter.

- Elections for new club officers will be held in this coming November. Members should be considering
possible candidates.

George Myers Discussed Plans for the September Flyln:
- The Moontown Grass Field Fly-In date has been set for the third Saturday and Sunday in September
which isthe 20" and 21%.
- A task listis out.
- An advertising flyer will be distributed for comment before the August meeting.
- Radiosfor control tower. Jon Moore determined the candidate he had in mind as the power supply for
the control tower radios is inoperative. A substitute is needed.
- It was decided to put up a collection jar with a sign to request help in defraying the food expense cost .
- The Trail of Tears Motorcycle Ride is also scheduled for the 20th. Also, aflyin will be held on the 20th
at Lebanon, TN. Thisisthe same as last year and all the events seemed to play well together.
- Potential speakersfor the diner were discussed:
- A space station astronaut.
- A Black Hawk helicopter pilot. (possibly with Somalia experience)
- A speaker on NASA's new Constellation Program.
- A review of the available signsis needed. If necessary, new signs need to be built.
- Arron Stanfield and Jennifer Marcane of the NASA PIO office were in attendance at this meeting.
Jennifer offered atour of the MSFC PIO warehouse to identify any displays which may be used at the flyin.
- A suggestion was made that the fly-in could be advertised as afamily fun day aswell as an aviation
event. Assuch, the advertising could receive a wider distribution.
- A suggestion was made that an auxiliary fuel tank be placed in the Y oung Eagles area to reduce the
need to taxi back and forth to the gas pumps. George has atank, but it needs a pump.

George wants to have another fly-in planning meeting when he returns from Oshkosh.

Ed McWhiney
Secretary

Upcoming Events
EAA has started up a site that can help you find out what’s going on. Try

www.eaa.org/ calendar. Saurcedwith many tharks, from EAA ard Southern Aviator
and other EAA chapter websites

Weekends —

1’ Winchester TN (BGF) EAA 699 Fly-In Breakiast 931-967-3148

1’ Lawrenceville, GA (LZU) - EAA Chapter 690 Breakfad. Various Programs




jlevine@bellsouth.net www.eaa690.org

2" Murfreesoro TN (MBT) EAA Chapter 419 Fly-In Breakfast
3" Huntsville, Al Moontown (3M5) EAA 190 Fly-In Breakfad.
4™ Shelbyville TN (SYI) Shelbyville Fly-In Breakag 0700

5™ Fort Payne, AL (4A9) EAA Chapter 890, Fly-in Breakfast

Other Scheduled Events-

7/19 LaGrange GA EAA 1350 Air Grangers Pancake Breakfast, LaGrange Callaway
(LGC), http://www.eaaB50.com/index.html

7/28-8/3 OSKOSH WI, Air Venture - What else do you need to know! www.airventure.org
08/02 Lawrenceville, GA, Gwinnwtt County BBriscoe Field (LZU), EAA Chapter 690 1st
Saurday Aviation Pragram & Brealfad, http://www.eaa690.0rg

9/6-7 Rough River State Park, KY (213) Eurpoa gathering at Rough River State Park Kerntucky
9/6-7 Crossville, TN Ultralight and Sport Pilot Fly-in, TomPefrey

Buck Creek Rarch Airport, 1775 York Road Crossville, TN 38555, 931 484 8553 H 931 510
4371 C buckcreek@frontiernet net www.buckcreekranch.com

9/20 Bluegrass Spash-in, Florence, AL. Seeflyer includedin this newsletter. ContactDernis
Odern 256-767-0096. www.alabamaavator.com/calendar agp?ac=ind& event=38110

9/26-28 Rough River State Park KY, (213) Annual Canard Gathering. No everts, No fuel, just
lots of planesard buildersat a beaduiful place.

Note thatthereare several ELSA Training coursesfor Repairman Certifi catesin the next few
months. Checkit out at EAAs Calendar of everts site.

Tt LUEGRASS S i Friends, You All Are Invited
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Enjoy a full day of:

Buck Creek Airport
Crossville, TN

Sept.6&7,2008

Tom Pelfrey

L aht

Musical Performances By: oueﬂ“:vu“ able Busk Creek Ranch Alrprt
ing

camp

Crossville, TN 38555

931484 8553 Home
931510 4371 Cell
buckereek@frontiernet.net
www.buckereekranch.com

Bring tall tales to share by the campfire, and your fishing rod.

50 53.017 W0840 58.238 - 2000 ft Grass Strip - East of Crossville airport 130 deg, 8 miles

rossville take Hwy 127 South 5.7 miles, turn left on Old Hwy 28, go 1.2 miles, turn left

on Yo 5 miles.
> Fro ke Hwy 127 North 20.1 miles, turn right on Turner Rd, go left on OId Hwy 28,3 1 ¥O%.
o right on York Rd, go 1.5 miles. M“"m‘
> From Spring City take Hwy 68 North 20.1 miles, turn left on Hwy 127 South, go 1.9 miles turn
eft on Old Hwy 28, go 1.2 miles, turn left on York Rd, go 1.5 miles.

Come Friday, stay until Sunday if you like. Breakfast and Lunch available

EVERVONE INVITED.TO COME SPEND THE DAY WITH US!

PLAY ON STAGE

For more in
@Q RAng [ aum e 2561




Grassfield Fiy.

T soptan - gat

« Antique, Classic, Warbirds,

| é Experimental, Gliders,
Exhibitors Include: 3 Ultralights, Helicopters, RC &
NASA ® More

TR ST RR e T W\ ° Free Flights “Young Eagles”
n 9 for children ages 8 to 17
= Free Attendance, Camping, & Parking

+ Food Vendors All Day Both Days
= Saturday & Sunday Breakfast Proceeds
support our local schools
« Saturday Evening Banquet & Hangar §
= Party with Entertainment & Special
Guest Speakers
(Limited Seating, Tickats are available 256-852-




